
                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                       

 

5 June 2017 

 
    

ESSENTRA SCIENTIFIC SERVICES NAMED AS ONLY APPROVED 

LABORATORY FOR TPD TESTING IN THE UK 

  

Essentra plc, the leading global independent supplier of tobacco filters and analytical testing, 

today announces that its Scientific Services facility is the only laboratory in the UK to be named 

on the European Union’s list of approved providers for its Tobacco Products Directive (EU 

TPD) testing. The Jarrow-based laboratory is among 14 other facilities that have been 

commissioned by government agencies for the annual testing of all cigarette brands to the EU 

TPD’s requirements. 

 

The EU TPD, which became applicable to member states on 20 May 2016, governs the 

manufacture, presentation, sale and advertising of tobacco and related products. It states that 

nicotine, tar and carbon monoxide yields must be tested in independent and ISO recognised 

laboratories. 

 

Dr Mike Taylor, Director of Scientific Development, said: “We are delighted to be named as 

one of the EU’s approved labs for TPD testing, and I am proud of the significant work the team 

has undertaken which has contributed to this appointment. Essentra Scientific Services was 

one of the first laboratories in the world to be accredited for testing tobacco products both to 

ISO 17025 and UKAS standards, and this additional recognition underlines our ongoing 

commitment to the industry.” 

 

Essentra Scientific Services was established to conduct internal testing and R&D for 

Essentra’s Filter Products division, and is located near the site of the original cigarette filter 

factory which was founded in 1948. Recent growth has seen the laboratory expand as a 

commercial venture testing combustible products, ignition propensity, tobacco, and vaping 

products for manufacturers around the globe. Internal company support continues, with the 

laboratory additionally using its extensive scientific experience to provide analysis and 

technical knowledge to Essentra’s e-cigarette offering, where manufacturing has recently 

been relocated to the Company’s Greensboro, US site. 

 

For more information on Essentra Scientific Services, please visit: 

https://www.essentra.com/industries/tobacco/scientific-services 
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Notes to Editors 

Essentra plc is a FTSE 250 company and a leading global provider of essential components 

and solutions.  Through its three global divisions, Essentra focuses on the light manufacture 

and distribution of high volume, enabling components which serve customers in a wide variety 

of end-markets and geographies. Essentra’s global network extends to 33 countries and 

includes c. 8,000 employees, 49 principal manufacturing facilities, 64 sales & distribution 

operations and four research and development centres. For further information, please visit 

www.essentraplc.com. 

 

For more information please contact:  

 

Ogilvy Public Relations 

Odelia Yu 

odelia.yu@ogilvy.com 

M: +44 (0)7919 691 064 
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